St. Patrick’s Names New President/Rector
Rev. James L. McKearney, S.S.,
Named President/Rector of
St. Patrick’s Seminary & University
he Provincial Council of the U.S. Province of the Society of St. Sulpice
has appointed Sulpician Father James L. McKearney, S.S., M.S.,
M.Div., S.T.D., as President/Rector of St. Patrick’s Seminary & University,
effective July 1, 2009. This appointment was made by the Sulpician
Fathers with the approval of the Most Reverend George H. Niederauer,
D.D., Ph.D., Archbishop of San Francisco and Chancellor of St. Patrick’s.
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Father McKearney, 46, was ordained a priest for the Archdiocese of
Hartford in 1995 and he became a Sulpician in 2001. An alumnus of
Western Connecticut State University in Danbury, Connecticut, and
St. Mary’s Seminary & University in Baltimore, Maryland, Fr.
McKearney holds an S.T.D. from the Pontifical Gregorian University
in Rome. He first joined the faculty of St. Patrick’s in 1999 and was
appointed Vice-Rector in 2007. In addition, Fr. McKearney has been
the Director of Music and Dean of Students at St. Patrick’s and has
taught homiletics for several years.
Father McKearney will replace the Reverend Gerald L. Brown,
S.S., Ph.D., who has been President/Rector of St. Patrick’s since 2004.
A full story on Rev. Brown will be highlighted in the next issue of the
Patrician. In the meantime, Father Brown will take a one-year
sabbatical, traveling to different countries to study best practices in
preaching, before returning to St. Patrick’s as a Spiritual Director.
Founded in 1641 in Paris, the Society of St. Sulpice is a community
of diocesan priests dedicated to the formation and education of
Catholic priests and seminarians.

St. Patrick’s
Seminary and University
At A Glance
t. Patrick’s Seminary and University has been providing leadership
in the formation of Roman Catholic priests for 110 years!
Currently, we have 95 seminarians from 18 dioceses on a beautiful 40acre campus strategically situated to serve the western states.
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We have a very distinguished program linking the initial and
continuing formation of Roman Catholic priests in an international
and multi-cultural environment reflective of the populations in the
West Coast communities. The academic staff consists of 22 full-time
distinguished faculty members with the majority possessing
doctorates and advanced degrees.

Father James L. McKearney

Pope Benedict XVI
Proclaims
“Year for Priests”
ope Benedict has decided to call a special
“Year for Priests” which will run from June 19,
2009 to June 19, 2010. This observance marks “the
150th anniversary of the death of the saintly ‘Cure
of Ars’, Jean Marie Vianney, a true example of a
pastor at the service of Christ’s flock.” Benedict
XVI stressed the need to “have care for the
formation of candidates to the priesthood”, a
formation that must maintain “communion with
unbroken ecclesial tradition, without pausing or
being tempted by discontinuity.” Priests must be
“present, identifiable and recognizable — for their
judgment of faith, personal virtues and attire — in
the fields of culture and of charity which have
always been at the heart of the Church’s mission.”
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A message
from the Rector of
St. Patrick’s Seminary
y last Patrician letter referred to the beginning of a new strategic
plan for the seminary.
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I called attention to the contemporary social and ecclesial realities
that call for strengthening our sense of mission and for assessing the
needs of the times; and, our capacity to provide the type of spiritual
and pastoral leadership so needed today. I am happy to report that we
are making progress. In doing so, we would be pleased to receive your
ideas and suggestions on how best to evaluate where we currently are
and how to move forward with wisdom and courage.
Some of the major lines of thinking that inform and give life to our
strategic planning process are:
 Statement of Mission and Vision, already approved by the
Board of Trustees
 Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats, a process
of continual evolution
 GAP Analysis, the distance between where we are now and
where we plan to go
 GOALS: increase of enrollment, contact with major constituencies,
improved formation programs, growth of library resources,
and enhancement of finances/buildings and grounds
 OBJECTIVES: clear statements listing the desired
outcomes, action steps and funding, responsibilities,
timelines and assessment
 Programmatic and Institutional Review and Improvement
(an ongoing process)
 Updating of the Strategic Plan
I am anxious to hear your ideas under each major goal and objective
as they evolve over the next several months. In this short letter, I will
highlight only a few new areas currently under study, all under the
heading of “programs”:
 The link between initial and ongoing formation
Our new mission statement intimately connects two levels of
formation; the pastoral formation that takes place in the seminary must
prepare a man for effective ministry in his first assignment. Once a man
is ordained, it is critically important that the diocese, in collaboration
with the seminary and other dioceses and programs, provide further
training in administration and spiritual leadership. As a consequence,
the more sophisticated the programs of ongoing formation in the areas
of mentor training, development of collaborative leadership skills, and
integration into the Presbyterate, the more the seminary will need to
tailor its training to the needs of the dioceses.

How to Support St. Patrick’s
Seminary and University
Dedicate a Stations of the Cross
Imagine a secluded garden where you can
sit quietly to meditate and pray the Stations
of the Cross in the beautiful grounds of St.
Patrick’s Seminary and University. You can
help make this a reality by dedicating a
Station of the Cross to your family. The
graduating class of 2009 has contributed
the idea for the meditation garden and
provided the first of fourteen stations to be
personally dedicated.

Leave a Legacy
The future of St. Patrick’s is dependent on
visionaries who understand and see the
importance of the seminary continuing its
rich academic and spiritual tradition.
Through prayerful and careful planning, you
can leave a family legacy for generations to
come at St. Patrick’s Seminary. This true act
of centering of faith would be your legacy to
future seminarians and spiritual leaders.

Family Prayer Plaque
Dedicate a bronze plaque with your
“Family Name” to be placed on the door of a
seminarian’s residential room. Prayers are
offered daily for members of this family by
the seminarian occupying the room.

Capital Improvements
It is wonderful to see St. Patrick’s Seminary
at maximum capacity enrollment. As the
demand grows, so does the need for
additional facilities. You can help meet this
demand by supporting the improvement and
expansion
of
existing
facilities
to
accommodate future growth projections.

Memorial Naming Opportunities

 Fostering intentional Presbyterates

We want the community to be part of St.
Patrick’s Seminary and we offer the
opportunity for memorial naming on our
beautiful campus. We have new and existing
buildings, statues, classrooms, and beautiful
trees that will be here for another century.
We have 20 majestic palm trees in the front
garden welcoming all visitors to St. Patrick’s.
Your family name can be elegantly displayed
in one of many naming opportunities.

 Developing a stronger link between the Seminary and
Fuller Theological Seminary

Board of Regents

The following areas will simply be mentioned:

 Fostering a stronger emphasis on spiritual formation,
effective preaching, development of life-giving support
systems, and multicultural collaboration
 Assuring more intentional assessment of the effectiveness of
learning for the sake of program review and improvement
 Develop a richer diversity in courses and degree programs
I thank you in advance and look forward to hearing your ideas for
improvement. Many thanks!
Sincerely yours in Christ,

St. Patrick’s Seminary & University seeks
to encourage community leaders to get
involved with our wide range of activities and
continuous development by providing their
time and talent promoting the goals of the
seminary and in the Body of Christ.
Support Inquiries to: 650-325-5621 x211 or
mary.verducci@stpatricksseminary.org.

DONATE ONLINE
Visit Our Website

Rev. Gerald L. Brown, S.S.
President/Rector and Vice-Chancellor
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www.stpatricksseminary.org
and Click on DONATE to St. Patrick’s Link
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St. Patrick’s Graduating Class of 2009

Seminarians: (back row from left) Tan Nguyen, Michael Quinn, Roberto Lopez, Hector Basanez, Bill Thorton, Jose Herrera,
Shawn Carey, Sam West, Dave Greskowiak, Ernesto Orsi, Tito Cartagenas, Arthur Najera, (front row from left) Allen Navarro,
Andrew Nguyen, Rafael Hinojosa, Rogelio Gutierrez, Ian Mendoza, John Assalone, Ivan Hernandez, Lupe Rios, Justin Le.

What is ordination?

What does the anointing of the hands signify?

Ordination is the sacramental ceremony in which a man
becomes a deacon, priest, or bishop and enabled to minister
in Christ’s name and that of the Church. There are three
ordinations in the Sacrament of Holy Orders: diaconate,
priesthood and episcopal. The ordination ceremony includes
various rituals, rich in meaning and history, e.g., the
prostration, laying on of hands, anointing of hands, giving of
the chalice and paten and sign of peace.

Anointing with oil stems from the Old Testament and
indicates that someone or something is being set apart for
a sacred task or duty. The anointing of the hands signifies
that the hands of the newly ordained priest are being
prepared for the sacred duties and vessels which will be
part of the priestly ministry, for example, offering the bread
and the wine, anointing the sick and blessing people. The
bishop says as he anoints the hands: “The Father anointed
our Lord Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit.
May Jesus preserve you to sanctify the Christian people
and to offer sacrifice to God.”

When does the ordination
actually take place?
The essential rite of the sacrament, i.e., when it takes place,
is the laying on of hands and prayer of consecration. This is an
ancient tradition in the Church, mentioned in the Bible.

Who can ordain a priest?
Only a bishop can ordain a priest because he shares in
the ministry of Jesus passed down through the apostles.

What is the meaning of laying on of hands?
By this ritual the ordaining bishop and the other priests
invoke the Holy Spirit to come down upon the one to be
ordained, giving him a sacred character and setting him
apart for the designated ministry.

Why does the ordinand lie prostrate
during the ordination?
It symbolizes his unworthiness for the office to be
assumed and his dependence upon God and the prayers of
the Christian community.

What is the meaning of the newly ordained
priest receiving the stole and the chasuble?
These are vestments which pertain to his office and have
symbolic meaning. The stole symbolizes the authority and
responsibility to serve in imitation of Christ. It reflects the line
from Scripture: “For my yoke is easy and my burden light” (Mt
11:30). The chasuble is the principal garment of the priest
celebrating the Eucharist and is the outermost vestment.
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Why does the ordaining bishop
hand the ordinand a chalice and paten?
The Eucharist is at the heart of the priesthood and this
ritual highlights the importance of celebrating the
Eucharist in the life of the priest and its meaning, as seen
in the words which are spoken by the bishop: “Accept from
the holy people of God the gifts to be offered to him. Know
what you are doing, and imitate the mystery you celebrate:
model your life on the mystery of the Lord’s cross.”

How does one prepare for
ordination to the priesthood?
A man has to engage in a challenging program of priestly
formation which lasts from five to thirteen years, depending
upon his background and the seminary he attends. There
are three levels of seminary: high school, college or pretheology and theology. According to the Center for Applied
Research in the Apostolate (CARA), 787 students attended
high school seminaries, 1,647 attended college seminaries,
and 3,483 were enrolled in theology schools.
Seminaries address four types of formation: human,
spiritual, academic (intellectual), and pastoral. In addition
to the academic course work, seminarians participate in a
full schedule of spiritual activities, e.g., daily Mass, Liturgy
of the Hours (Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer), and
spiritual direction and retreats. At each level of seminary
training, the seminarian prepares for future pastoral
ministry in various settings, such as schools, religious
(continued on page 4)
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Meet a Seminarian:

Michael Quinn
A look at his life and times at St. Patrick’s Seminary
s I approach priestly ordination, I consider myself one of
the luckiest guys in the world. I am a “late” vocation,
meaning, I entered after prior experience in life and not as a
young man. By that measure, St. Paul was a “late” vocation
himself! I had a successful and happy former career in financial
management / CPA firms that followed my graduation from
University of San Francisco. I am a born and bred San
Franciscan and now look forward to serving the diverse
population of our Archdiocese of San Francisco. When I first
came to St. Patrick’s Seminary, I would actually ask God in
prayer if he perhaps had not made a mistake in choosing me. I
have been guided by the positive example of excellent priests in
my life from grammar school, my own uncle, and most especially
Father Kevin Gaffey, my pastor of many years in Novato at St.
Anthony of Padua parish. After entering the seminary, I was
fortunate to be assigned to parishes with fine priests and to
meet religious and lay ministers that were / are nothing short of
pure inspiration — the type that helps one stay humble.
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As I prepare to leave the seminary, I find that I have learned and adopted prayerful qualities and attend to life with a
greater sense of gratitude and happiness as I have been granted the great privilege of developing and improving my
relationship with Jesus Christ. I was granted by Father Tom Daly, Vocation Director for the Archdiocese of San Francisco,
and by Cardinal Levada (when he was Archbishop of San Francisco), and Archbishop Niederauer, the wonderful
opportunity of pursuing a Masters Degree in Christian Spirituality from Creighton while also attending St. Patrick’s. I
believe the programs are complementary and will enable me to better serve the people of God. Initially, in the seminary,
I would try to prioritize the four pillars of formation, (academic, spiritual, pastoral, and human). With the help of priest
advisors and Archbishops and friends, I leave knowing that they are all important for any three pillars of formation
without the other would leave a priest who was not able to serve with integrity of heart, soul, body, and mind.

Mantle of Elijah
he Vatican II Institute welcomed 28 priests, representing 10 dioceses, to
Segment One of Mantle of Elijah West on January 26-30. The Mantle of
Elijah program provides both formation and training for wise, mature, wellgrounded priests who have been asked to serve as mentors for newly
ordained, first-time pastors, and priests new to the United States. Mantle of
Elijah focuses on the integration of the four pillars of formation (human, spiritual, pastoral, and intellectual), into a
satisfying and effective priestly life and ministry across a lifetime.
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Segment One, “Foundations for Mentoring,” clearly situates and distinguishes the role and value of mentoring within
the context of diocesan priestly life and ministry. Segment Two, “Mentoring in Practice,” addresses areas such as mentoring
across cultures, mentoring and addiction, mentoring of new pastors, and mentoring of international priests. Segment Two
will be held April 20-23.
For more information about programs and workshops offered at the Vatican II Institute, please visit our web site at:
www.stpatricksseminary.org, or call us at 650-325-9122.

St. Patrick’s Graduating Class of 2009
(continued from page 3)
education programs, hospitals, and parishes. All of the
formation takes into consideration the human person;
human growth and development is fostered by community
living, workshops and other programs. The formation of
future priests also include practical learning, preaching,
saying Mass, and pastoral counseling.

Do priests take vows?
Priests who belong to a religious order (e.g., Benedictine,
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Dominicans, Franciscans, etc.) take the vows of poverty,
chastity and obedience. Diocesan priests make two
promises, celibacy and obedience. These promises are part
of the ordination ceremony. It is also expected that
diocesan priests will lead a life of simplicity consonant with
the people they serve.
Works Cited
Diocese of San Jose Chancery Office, Vocations Department. FAQ
Page. Diocese of San Jose 2009. <http://www.dsj.org/dsj/faqs.asp>.
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Part 1

A Historical Look at
St. Patrick’s Seminary and University
~ 1898 – 2008 ~
A Vision is Born . . .
n 1850, Archbishop Joseph
Alemany arrived in San Francisco
with the vision to build a seminary in
the Archdiocese of San Francisco. He
established two: one at Mission
Dolores, the other at Mission San Jose,
both placed under the patronage of
St. Thomas Aquinas. Both floundered
for several years until they were
closed in 1885 by Alemany’s successor,
Archbishop Riordan.
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Archbishop Riordan never gave
up his dream of having a seminary
near San Francisco. On a trip in 1888,
Riordan stopped in Paris to meet the
Superior of the Society of St.
Sulpice, Henri-Joseph Icard, S.S.,
and request that he provide priests
to staff a new seminary in San
Francisco. The Sulpicians were a
society of diocesan priests who
devoted themselves to training
seminarians. Riordan was told there
were not enough Sulpicians to staff his seminary. Undeterred,
Riordan proceeded to Rome, where he informed Pope Leo
XIII of his plight. Leo reportedly responded, “I shall intercede
for you.You shall have the Sulpicians.The end result would be
“an institution from which not only the Archdiocese of San
Francisco but the entire Ecclesiastical Province can expect
remarkable results.”
Riordan, not content with mere papal intercession, took
his request to a higher source. On his way back to Paris, he
stopped at Lourdes, where he sought Our Lady’s help,
asking her to intercede on behalf of his seminary. Whether
it was the Pope, the Blessed Mother, or his own pleadings,
Icard gave Riordan a verbal commitment to supply
Sulpicians for his new seminary. It was to be another
decade, however, before Riordan’s plan came to fruition.
With a substantial endowment in hand, Riordan now
needed a location. This problem was resolved when Mrs. Kate

Johnson, widow of Rupert Johnson, donated 83 acres in Menlo
Park for the purpose of building a seminary. The Johnson land
was an ideal location for the new seminary, located between
Atherton and Stanford University. The Stanfords provided the
seminary access to a water supply, thus making the building of
the seminary feasible. Various other courtesies were provided
by the Stanfords, including a considerable donation by Mrs.
Stanford toward the construction of the seminary chapel.
The marble archway atop the front stairs at the
seminary’s main entrance was a gift to Archbishop Riordan
from Mrs. Stanford at the opening of the seminary.
In a gesture to the Irish clergy, but perhaps just as
importantly to the Irish laity who had so generously
supported the project, Riordan named the new institution St.
Patrick’s: “I have placed this work under the patronage of a
great Apostle, St. Patrick, not indeed for personal reasons,
but because he is the patron saint of a great Catholic race
which has suffered more than any other for religion’s sake,
the most devoted, the most generous, and most priest-loving
race within the fold of the Church of Christ.”
On Wednesday, August 24, 1898, the solemn dedication of the
seminary took place. Archbishop Riordan was joined by Bishops
George Montgomery of Los Angeles and Thomas Grace of
Sacramento, along with more than 100 priests of the Archdiocese.
The seminary was then solemnly dedicated in the interest of
religion and learning under the patronage of St. Patrick, to the
honor and glory of God. On Tuesday, September 20, the seminary
received its first students and was officially opened as a minor
seminary with 31 high school students. The first solemn liturgy
was celebrated on Sunday, September 25. The first man to be
ordained from St. Patrick’s, Patrick Collopy (July 29, 1899),
received the greater part of his schooling at St. Mary’s Seminary
in Baltimore.The first man to complete his entire course of study
at St. Patrick’s, John M. Byrne, was ordained in June, 1908.
Works Cited
Burns, Jeffrey M., “St. Patrick’s Seminary, A Centenary History
(1898-1998).” About Us, History Page. St. Patrick’s Seminary &
University 2009. <http://www.stpatricksseminary.org>.

In Memoriam
Robert W. Amick, R’51, on June 17, 2008

John J. Lynch, R’42 on December 14, 2008

John F. Cahill, son of Brian F. Cahill, R’60 (Brian just retired as
head of Catholic Charities–CYO in SF). Died on December 3, 2008

Rev. Joseph C. Martin, S.S., on March 9, 2009

Mary Frances De Andrade, mother of Philip De Andrade, R’63,
on February 15, 2009
Rev. William E. Duggan, R’47, on March 19, 2009

Reynold Morris, father of Jennifer Morris, Director of Business
and Finance at St. Patrick’s, on February 19, 2009
Gerald M. Ryan, brother of Board Member and Vice President,
Kevin J. Ryan, R’53, on March 20, 2009

Rev. Patrick J. Keane, R’45 on January 20, 2009

Virginia Sullivan, former administrative assistant at St. Joseph’s
— St. Patrick’s College Alumni Association, on August 12, 2008

Susan Kennedy, wife of Michael Kennedy, R’66, on September 12, 2008

Rev. John A. Ward, S.S., on February 25, 2009

Rev. Richard C. Fry, R’52, on February 24, 2009

Helen Leininger, wife of Jim Leininger, R’55 on January 13, 2009
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R – Designates Rhetoric Class.
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Four Pillars Gala

S

t. Patrick’s Seminary & University held its inaugural
Four Pillars Gala Dinner on September 19, 2008 at
the Cathedral of Saint Mary of the Assumption in San
Francisco, California. The event honored:

The Most Reverend
George H. Niederauer,
Archbishop of San Francisco
The Four Pillars Gala Dinner also marked the
celebrations of St. Patrick’s Seminary and University’s
110th Anniversary, the Vatican II Institute’s 35th
Anniversary, the remembrance of the 400th anni-versary
of the birth of Father Jean-Jacques Olier, Founder of the
Society of St. Sulpice, and the 350th anniversary of the
arrival of Sulpicians in the New World.
The Gala’s theme was meant to celebrate the mission
of the Seminary and University — “to maintain as its
primary purpose the initial and ongoing formation of
Roman Catholic priests in a contemporary multicultural
world, especially for dioceses within the Western United
States and the Pacific Rim. Through human, spiritual,
intellectual and pastoral development, it enables Christcentered men to grow and excel as collaborative,
culturally-aware pastoral leaders committed to Jesus
and His Church.”
The event attracted more than 500 clergy, religious,
seminarians, faculty, staff, and benefactors from around
the San Francisco Bay Area. The evening began with a
cocktail reception and silent wine auction, followed by
a lovely dinner featuring rack of lamb, served with a
trio of soup sips, and a decadent dessert of four types of
mousse and champagne. Throughout the evening,
celestial melodies were performed by the St. Patrick’s
Seminary and University Choir led by Reverend
James McKearney.
As the evening progressed, an exciting live auction was
held and featured prizes such as dinner with Archbishop
Niederauer and a trip to Fatima. After the bidding
concluded, the lights went down and a video produced by
Board of Trustee member Laura Bertone was presented.
The sleek production highlighted the history of St.
Patrick’s Seminary and University, seminarians
throughout the years, and the meaning of the Four Pillars.
It reinforced to all those in attendance how blessed and
fortunate St. Patrick’s is to have such loyal and dedicated
benefactors throughout its 110 year history.
Archbishop Niederauer was awarded the first annual
“Four Pillars Award” for his tireless dedication
throughout his ministry to initial and ongoing
priestly formation.
The event was a huge success. St. Patrick’s Seminary
& University extends its most sincere thanks to all
those who contributed to the success of this event,
especially to Rev. Mr. R. Christoph Sandoval, Project
Director, and Maria Cunningham, Event Coordinator,
who managed most details of the event.

Calendar of Events
April 25: Alumni Day
April 28: From Self to Person: Toward a Sacramental
Understanding of Who We Are
Emmaus Road Initiative — Presentation by Gil Bailie,
author, lecturer, and president of The Cornerstone Forum.
There is no cost to attend the presentations. For more
information, contact: 650-325-5621 x211

May 26: Easter in the “Meantime” — “Do This in
Remembrance of Me.”
Emmaus Road Initiative — Presentation by Gil Bailie,
author, lecturer, and president of The Cornerstone Forum.
There is no cost to attend the presentations. For more
information, contact: 650-325-5621 x211

May & June: Ordinations

Keep Us Posted and Stay Current
We are updating our database and want to make sure
your information is correct and current. Please fill out
this form and drop it in the mail OR update us online at
www.stpatricksseminary.org under Contact Us.
WE DON’T WANT YOU TO MISS A THING!
Mail to: St. Patrick’s Seminary, c/o Development Dept,
320 Middlefield Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025
Name ______________________________________________________________

SAVE THE DATE!

Address ____________________________________________________________

Friday, September 18, 2009

City____________________________________State______Zip______________

St. Patrick’s Four Pillars Gala
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Phone__________________________Email_______________________________
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